MacArthur Beginning Band
2018-2019 Handbook

MacArthur Junior High School Mission Statement

At DMJHS, all students reach beyond their personal limitations to become productive citizens.  Our school community provides real-world challenges in a safe, positive and motivating environment where we cultivate mutual respect, hard work, persistence and teamwork.
Jonesboro Band Department Philosophy

Music education is a primary means by which an educational institution can transmit to students the cultural heritage of a society.  Music transcends barriers of ethnic background, economic status, language, and even literacy in its power to reach the depths of the human soul.  Experiences with music develop a student’s ability to make value judgements, to function logically as well as intuitively, and to utilize one’s innate creativity.  Participation in performance organizations encourages initiative and leadership in the students, stimulates goal-oriented thought processes, creates an appreciation and respect for the efforts of others, and assists students in developing a sense of responsibility to themselves, the organization, and in a broad sense, society.

Beginning Band

Enrollment in the MacArthur Beginning Band is open to all students who have successfully completed a music assessment in the sixth grade or have met with the directors for placement.  Instrument placement will depend upon the strength of each individual student.  The ultimate goal in placement is to fit each child with the instrument he/she will be the most successful at playing.

Classroom Rules

1. Bring all necessary items to class.

2. Respect others and the property of others.

3. No food, gum, or drink in the band room.

4. Raise hand to answer or ask a question – no blurting out.

5. No leaning on music stands.
6. Follow the teacher’s instructions.

MacArthur Beginning Band

Grading Policies 2018-2019
Beginning Band
3rd block
Points Possible

100
Scheduled Performances

100 Playing Tests

TBA
Various Assignments

Bonus Points (merits)
Concert Attendance (outside of school groups – with director’s approval)

Performances (outside of school groups – with director’s approval)

Minus Points (demerits)

Turning in Paperwork Past the Deadline (-10 points per day late)

Chewing Gum in the Band Room 

Leaving Music or Equipment Out 

Tardiness

Not Having Necessary Materials for Rehearsal

Improper Use of Equipment

Failure to Follow Instructions

Inappropriate Behavior
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Grades

Grades are figured by totaling the number of acquired points, subtracting demerits, adding merits, and dividing by the total possible points to arrive at a percentage. Letter grades are assigned according to the MacArthur Junior High School Grading Policy.

Eligibility

The Arkansas Activities Association governs all inter-school activities and their events. “A student promoted from the 7th to the 8th grade automatically meets the academic eligibility requirements for the first semester. The second semester 8th grader and the first semester 9th grader must meet the academic eligibility requirements for the junior high by successfully passing (4) academic courses the previous semester, as specified by the Arkansas Department of Education’s Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools. First semester 9th grade students must pass (4) academic classes to be eligible second semester of the ninth grade. “

HOME PRACTICE

Each band student at MacArthur Junior High School is expected to practice at home.  Class time is used to work on new skills as well as achieving a good ensemble sound. Practicing those new skills at home will promote success.
Band is an academic subject and must follow course frameworks as prescribed by the Arkansas Department of Education. In order to achieve the skills in this curriculum guide, practice outside of class is ESSENTIAL.  
Concert Dress

For the two performances of the Beginning Band at DMJHS, dress clothes will be required.  This means no jeans, t-shirts, tennis shoes, etc….  We strongly suggest the girls dress in a nice pants outfit instead of a dress or skirt for comfort. If a dress or skirt is worn, however, make sure it comes below the knees while seated.

Boys will need to wear slacks and a button-down shirt with tie for the performances.

Expectations for MacArthur Band Students

During these years at MacArthur Junior High, you are expected to make a real effort to improve on your instrument and be a positive influence on your fellow band members. It is necessary for you to understand the importance of:

· Being able to play the scales or rudiments for your instrument.

· Making sure you can pat your foot while you play and perform with the correct posture.

· Taking care of your instrument and knowing how to maintain it.

· Being responsible for your part and the success of the entire team.

· Being responsible for your home practice and turning in your practice sheet.

Absences

If you must miss a performance, the director must be notified BEFORE the event. Only personal illness, family emergency, or other extreme circumstances will be considered excused.

Unexcused absences will result in a zero for the performance. Habitual unexcused absences will result in removal from the band program. Because every performance is a team effort, excused absences will result in a 90% grade for the performance.

Membership Guidelines and Expectations

· School rules apply at any band event, on or off campus.

· No gum in the band room.

· Put your equipment and music away after class. You will be allowed to drop your instrument off as you get to school of a morning and can also pick it up as you leave in the afternoon.

· The director’s office is not a public place. Please knock on the door and wait to be invited in. If you are not invited in, something important is going on, and you should try again later.

· The office telephone may be used by permission only. Cell phones may not be used during band events. Cell phone usage during the school day: refer to the Jonesboro Secondary School Handbook.

· The band room is off limits to non-band students.  We have lots of expensive equipment in here, including your own personal instrument. Just ask your friends to wait outside the door.

· Always bring a pencil to rehearsal. Read the board when you arrive. Be ready to start rehearsal immediately. This includes having all the equipment you need.

· Take care of buying supplies, oiling valves, and using the bathroom BEFORE rehearsal.

· Keep me informed of potential conflicts or special situations. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed if you are absent.

· As far as tardies are concerned, we will give you ample time to get out your instrument and get seated. We have lots and lots to get accomplished. Every minute is vital to the success of the DMJHS BAND.
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IMPORTANT DATES – DMJHS Beginning Band 

2018-2019
August 13



First Day of School

August 21
Instrument Test Drive Night

CPA on JHS Campus


6:00 p.m.

August 28
Beginning Band Rental Night.  CPA.  6pm
December 7
Holiday Concert – 6:30p.m. CPA on JHS Campus
April 12
Region Solo/Ensemble Festival


Highland High School

April 30
JPS Band Awards Night


CPA on JHS Campus


7:00pm

May 2
Spring Concert-6:30p.m. CPA on JHS Campus
TBA





Young Musician Workshop






ASU

MacArthur Bands

PARENT RESPONSE FORM/RECEIPT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This form is worth 10 points, and it is due Monday,    August 20.
I have received the policies and expectations of the 2018-2019 DMJHS Beginning Band. I have read and understand what is expected of me.  I understand that my performance affects the performance of others, and that my grade will count towards my overall grade point average.

________________________________________________      __________________

Student Signature





Date

My child has received the policies and expectations of the 2018-2019 DMJHS Beginning Band.  I have read and understand what is expected of my child. I understand that his/her performance affects the performance of others, and that my child’s grade will count towards his/her overall grade point average.

______________________________________________         _________________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

Parents: Please provide me with your e-mail address:

Parents: Please provide me with your phone number: ____________________
Neat Things

Taken from The Essential 55 by Ron Clark

Rule 1: Respond to adults – ‘Yes, Ma’am and No Sir’

Rule 2:  Make eye contact

Rule 3:  Congratulate a classmate

Rule 4:  Respect other students’ comments, opinions, and ideas

Rule 5:  If you win, do not brag; if you lose, do not show anger

Rule 7:  Cover your mouth when you sneeze or cough and say ‘excuse me’

Rule 8:  Do not show disrespect with gestures

Rule 9:  Always say thank you when given something

Rule 10: When you receive something, do not insult the gift or the giver

Rule 11: Surprise others by performing random acts of kindness

Rule 15: Do not ask for a reward

Rule 18: Be as organized as possible

Rule 19: When homework is assigned, do not moan or complain

Rule 20: When a substitute teacher is present, all class rules still apply

Rule 23: Know other teachers’ names and greet them by name

Rule 24: Keep yourself and the bathrooms clean and germ-free

Rule 25: Greet visitors and make them feel welcome

Rule 30: After dining in the cafeteria or elsewhere, be responsible for your trash

Rule 31: In a hotel room, leave a tip for the hotel workers who clean your room

Rule 32: On a bus, always face forward

Rule 33: When meeting new people, shake hands and repeat their names

Rule 34: When offered food, take only your fair share

Rule 35: If someone drops something and you are close to it, pick it up

Rule 36: Hold the door for people rather than letting it close on them

Rule 37: If someone bumps into you, say excuse me, even if it was not your fault

Rule 38: On a field trip, enter a public building quietly

Rule 40: During an assembly, do not speak or call out to friends

Rule 41: Answer the phone in a polite and appropriate manner

Rule 42: When returning from a trip, shake the hands of every chaperone

Rule 43: On escalators, stand to the right, walk to the left

Rule 45: Never cut line

Rule 46: No talking in a movie theatre during the movie

Rule 48: If anyone is bullying you, let me know

Rule 49: Stand up for what you believe in

Rule 50: Be positive and enjoy life

Rule 51: Live so that you will never have regrets

Rule 52: Learn from your mistakes and move on

Rule 53: No matter what the circumstances, always be honest

Rule 54: Carpe Diem (live each day to the fullest)

Rule 55: Be the best person you can be

